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ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR SPANISH 2012-13
THE PLAN FOR ASSESSMENT
Most incoming students who take the Placement Test for Spanish place into the second semester of Beginning
Spanish II (1002). Rather than require that these students wait until the spring semester to enroll in this class,
we offer several trailer sections in the fall semester. However, a number of students (generally 40-50 in a given
year) do wait until the spring semester to take this course. This course has historically presented a number of
problems both for students and for faculty.
•

Students are required to purchase a textbook and workbook that they use for only one semester, not two
as it is designed for (and priced accordingly).

•

Students who wait to take the course until the spring semester are placed with other students who took
Beginning Spanish I in the fall and whose skills are “fresher.” We’ve been concerned that it seems
unfair to expect the students who tested out of Beginning Spanish I to enter Beginning Spanish II (1002)
with the same expected knowledge base and familiarity with the materials as those who took Beginning
Spanish I (1001). Students who place into 1002, while having demonstrated a higher level of proficiency
in the language, are disadvantaged to the extent that they enter a course already in progress, with a
specific text book and materials the first half of which they have not covered. Regardless, it is assumed
that they have mastery of the specific themes, structures and vocabulary covered in the first half of the
book/materials.

To that end, the discipline has designed a new course specifically tailored for these students. This will
essentially be a one semester course designed for beginning students with a higher level of proficiency, that will
move at a faster pace, using alternate materials so as not to make assumptions about the previous experience of
specific materials covered. The traditional 1001/1002 course sequence will remain for those students who need
both semesters to complete the FL requirement. 1003 will be reserved for students who have demonstrated
sufficient proficiency to complete the FL requirement with one semester of course work. The Twin Cities
campus has already done this and actually offers more sections of this new course than the equivalent of our
second semester Beginning Spanish II 1002 course.
In response to the request (below) from the Assessment of Student Learning Committee, we assessed the
General Education Foreign Language requirement by examining Beginning Spanish II (1002), the completion
of which students need in order to fulfill the Foreign Language requirement of the General Education
Requirements.
The Assessment of Student Learning Committee will be authoring a report on General Education for the Higher Learning
Commission. To help us in this daunting endeavor, we need disciplines to look at General Education within their respective
disciplines. We are in the process of examining and documenting how General Education has been assessed in disciplines
across campus. Some disciplines have assessed it, and others have not. Because we will need data on the assessment of
General Education for this report (not just discipline plans to do so), we humbly request the following:
For your respective disciplines' next assessment reports, we would like to request that disciplines look specifically at the
General Education Requirements within their specific programs.
We request that each discipline
(1) focus on at least one (1) General Education requirement that is the most prevalent in its discipline;
(2) come up with one or two (1-2) learning objectives within that General Education Requirement;
(3) create a direct assessment measure* (such as a quiz or essay currently used with some adjustment);
(4) assess the students;
(5) and report the results (changes or no changes as a result of the assessment).
*Just to refresh your memories, some examples of direct measures include (but are not limited to) the following:

• projects;
• performances;
• portfolios;
• capstone experiences and/or projects;
• licensure and pre-professional examinations;
• papers;
• exams;
• standardized exams;
• presentations;
• internships;
• field experiences.

THE ASSESSMENT MEASURES
In order to begin to gauge the effectiveness of the new proposed 1003 course, we conducted an assessment of
fall and spring semesters’ Spanish 1002 courses by re-administering the Spanish Placement Exam. The faculty
members who taught Spanish 1002 in the fall and spring reserved one or two days towards the end of each
semester to allow us to re-administer the Spanish Placement Exam.
THE ASSESSMENT RESULTS
We administered the Spanish Placement Exam to eighty (80) students in all eight sections of Beginning Spanish
II (1002) to gauge into which Spanish level they placed. Logically, they should place into Intermediate Spanish
I (2001) upon completing Beginning Spanish II (1002).
Placement Level
1001
1002
1003
2001
3011/3011

Number of Students
17
18
19
25
1

The average/mean placement score was 277.95.
Given that only 31% (25 out of 80) of the assessed students placed into what would be considered the
appropriate level (2001) suggests that we need to re-assess this once we have instituted the Accelerated
Beginning Spanish (1003) course in the fall of 2013. We may need to implement additional strategies in order
to propel our students to the appropriate level.
For the Beginning Spanish II (1002) classes, we also created the following Learning Objectives:
1. Students will recognize and appreciate the complexity of language systems as a means to human
communication.
2. Student will have an improved command of their native language (most likely, English) through the study of
Spanish.
At the same time that we re-administered the Spanish Placement Exams, we asked the students to anonymously
answer the following questions:
1. Do you have a better understanding of the complexity of language systems through your study of
Spanish?
2. Has your command of your native language (English) improved through your study of Spanish? If so,
please provide an example.

THE ASSESSMENT OF RESULTS
To question #1 (Do you have a better understanding of the complexity of language systems through your study
of Spanish?), of the seventy-nine (79) students who participated in the assessment, 76 (96%) responded YES
and 3 (4%) responded NO.
To question #2 (Has your command of your native language improved through your study of Spanish?), of the
same seventy-nine (79) students who participated in the assessment, 42 (53%) responded YES and 37 (47%)
responded NO. Of those who responded YES, we have included some of the more thoughtful examples they
provided.
• It makes me realize the complexity and necessity of clarity while speaking/writing in English.
• In general it makes me more aware of my grammar and why I construct sentences the way I do.
• It has made me look more critically at sentence structure.
• Yes, because it helps me to think of different words. Sometimes when I have to answer a question, I will
think about how to say it in Spanish and it helps to expand my vocabulary.
• Seeing how many cognates there are from Spanish to English made [me] recognize all the common roots
and items in other English words.
• My choice of words and appropriateness has [have] improved.
• In class we went over the different verb tenses. I was able to better understand the preterit and imperfect
and it has noticeably helped me in writing papers in English for other courses.
• Spanish has helped me realize/pay more attention to word order and grammatical structure while using
English.
• The study of sentence structure in Spanish has made me more aware of how I speak in English.
THE ASSESSMENT PLAN 2013-14
We will compare the results of the re-administered Spanish Placement Exam from Spring 2013 with the results
of the same exam from the new course Accelerated Beginning Spanish (1003) from Fall 2013. Because
Accelerated Beginning Spanish (1003) will not be offered until the fall semester of 2013, we are unable to begin
to compare placement results until the end of the fall semester of 2013. We will re-administer the Spanish
Placement exam in the 1003 courses and ask the students to answer the questions related to the Learning
Objectives.
	
  

